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1.0

Introduction
This document, ‘The History of Your House’, was commissioned by Mr Michael
Johnson the owner and resident of Alswick Hall, Hare Street, Buntingford,
Hertfordshire.
The report has been written and produced by Beams Ltd, the commercial arm of The
Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust, and hold all copyright to this document.
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2.0

Summary

Alswick Hall is situated in a private location on the hillside overlooking fields towards
Buntingford in the former parish of Layston. It comprises a number of historic buildings
dating to the late sixteenth and seventeenth century, as well as some modern farm
buildings as part of the Alswick Hall Estate Ltd.
Alswick was first recorded at the time of the Domesday survey and probably comprised
a scattered settlement and at least one farm. This farm may have belonged to a Saxon
lady called Aelfsige or Alfleda, which gave the place its name, ‘Alsieswiche’ or Alswick.
A small Saxon / early medieval chapel that stood within the manor was given to the
Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London in the mid twelfth century. By the mid
sixteenth century the chapel was in a poor state of repair leading to its demolition and
the sale of its building materials. Alswick is often referred to as a medieval moated
site, however no records of a fortified house have been found and it is unlikely that the
house was completely encircled by a water-filled moat due to the topography of the
land. After the dissolution of the monasteries the Manor of Alswick was held by John
Crouch, also the Lord of the Manor of Corney Bury in Buntingford. The Crouch family
probably constructed part of the house and farm buildings that survive at Alswick Hall.
In the eighteenth century the new owners, the Houblon family, altered the appearance
of the house and its landscape creating a Georgian gentleman’s residence with an
attached farm and also planting an avenue of trees in the fields to the west of the
house. Throughout the nineteenth century a series of tenant farmers followed leading
to the house to be recorded as in a poor state of repair at the turn of the twentieth
century. In 1940s its new owners, Mr and Mrs Fry, restored the building to its black
and white ‘Tudor’ style that is still seen today.
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3.0

Location
Alswick Hall is situated approximately one mile to the east of the town of Buntingford,
Hertfordshire and west of Great Hormead in the north of the county (Fig. 1). The
property stands south of Hare Street Road along a private drive and comprises a
number of buildings that include the main residence and several farm buildings (Fig. 2).

Alswick Hall

Figure 1. Location map showing the position of Alswick Hall, Buntingford (scale 1 : 50,000)
(This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Hertfordshire County Council, 100019606, 2005)
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Figure 2. Plan of Alswick Hall, Hare Street Road, Buntingford, Hertfordshire
showing the listed structures and old features on the site
(This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Hertfordshire County Council, 100019606, 2005)

Topography
Alswick Hall is situated on a west-facing ascending slope at approximately 110 meters
above sea level, rising gently from the town of Buntingford out to the west. At its
lowest point the valley to the west of site lies at 105 metres (Haley Hill Ditch) while at
its highest point to the east of Alswick Hall, just beyond Alswickhall Wood, the land
rises to 125 metres. The surrounding land is mainly used for arable and pasture, and
there is also a large old wooded area (Alswickhall Wood) to the east of the main house.
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4.0

Description
Alswick comprises a series of buildings dating from the 17th to 20th century including
the main residence, Alswick Hall, and several farm buildings now part of Alswick Hall
Estates Ltd (Fig. 2). Alswick Hall was statutory listed in 1951 as Grade II. The
description reads:
‘Country house. C16 E range, early C17 main range with front altered in
early C19 and then largely rebuilt after fire in the 1950s. Timber frame on
brick plinth largely exposed timbers with roughcast panels, and fan
pargetting also on E wing. Steep old red tile roofs. A large 2-storeys T-plan
house with main range facing W over brick revetted terrace above remains
of moat. Through-passage near middle, with service end to N with external
gable with external gable chimney. Stair tower in SE angle of wings with
entrance from hall. 2-storeys E wing on rising slope with one and a half
storeys part with 2 gabled dormer on each side. 9 windows long W front
with cross windows and leaded glazing (windows renewed), chamfered red
brick plinth, large gabled porch with double doors, and pared tall square
chimney shafts set diagonally on chimneys at each end. Exposed framing
of rear wall shows the house to have been heightened by 1 metre. Interior
had 4-centred moulded stone fireplace in parlour, and C16 clasped-purlin
roofs to E range. Large Composite Order stone capital used as a wellhead
next S end of house.’
(DoE. 1984. List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. District of
East Hertfordshire, Hertfordshire. Parishes of Apsenden, Cottered and the Town of
Buntingford. Alswick Hall, 4/8, Grade II).

There are three other associated historic farm buildings, also grade II listed; an aisled
barn, a large barn and a stable. Their listed building descriptions are as follows:
Aisled barn, 60 metres to NNW of Alswick Hall. (Listed in 1984)
‘Barn. Early C17. Timber frame on red brick sills, dark weatherboarded with
a steep half-hipped roof now of corrugated iron. A tall 5-bay aisled barn
facing S with central porch under a swept roof. Massive jowled posts with
braces to arcade plate and tie-beams stand on spur walls carrying soleplates. Inclined queen-post roof (no collars) with clasped purlins. Thin
rafters for thatch. Curved tension braces in end walls and jowled wall- posts
in aisles carrying aisle-ties. Elm weatherboarding or stuccoed brickwork in
parts on S. Face-halved bladed scarf joint in arcade plate over post.’
(DoE. 1984. List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. District of
East Hertfordshire, Hertfordshire. Parishes of Apsenden, Cottered and the Town of
Buntingford. Aisled barn at Alswick Hall, 4/10, Grade II).

Barn, 30 metres to NW of Alswick Hall. (Listed in 1967 - amended 1984)
‘Barn, now a barn with stable in east part. C17, disguised as a stable block
by new brick S front and end walls in early C18, later lean-to additions at E
end. Timber frame on red brick sill, weatherboarded on N with some
stepped painted brick infill at lower parts. Red brick chequered with black
headers on S and E, painted over at W end. Steep hipped old red tile roof.
A long building of about 9 bays with the 7 western bays in barn use and a
wall cutting off the stable in the E part with its inserted floor. Projecting
hipped N porch to barn. S side facing the Hall has paired vertical slits at 2
levels to ventilate the barn but also 3 groups of openings under segmental
BEAMS Ltd is the trading company of the Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust. Reg No.2792915 The Castle, Hertford, Herts SG14 1HR
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arches of a wide door flanked by 2 windows as if the whole building were
stables. Hipped louvred dormers on the S roofslope. Original butt-purlin roof
with one purlin to each slope and rafters tennoned into it. Collar and
outswept queen-post trusses. Tie- beams on heavy jowled posts with
shaped chin to jowls. Straight wind braces only in porch-bay. Mortices of a
former closed truss dividing the barn into 2 parts.’
(DoE. 1984. List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. District of
East Hertfordshire, Hertfordshire. Parishes of Apsenden, Cottered and the Town of
Buntingford. Barn at Alswick Hall, 4/9, Grade II).

Stable, 35 metres to N of Alswick Hall. (Listed 1984)
‘Stable. C17 with later alterations. Timber frame roughcast, partly infilled by
stuccoed brick. Steep hipped roof now of corrugated iron. A long singlestorey building of 6 structural bays. Clasped-purlin roof with queen-strut and
collar trusses. Faces W into yard with 6 stable doors, and windows. Part of
old courtyard group.’
(DoE. 1984. List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. District of
East Hertfordshire, Hertfordshire. Parishes of Apsenden, Cottered and the Town of
Buntingford. Stable at Alswick Hall, 4/11, Grade II).

To the north of the aisled barn are two large ponds, while to the south and south west
of the house are a series of ornamental ponds in a garden setting and to the west front
a terrace with a garden below. Beyond the garden perimeter to the west front of
Alswick Hall are fields with a double row of trees creating the view of an ‘avenue’ in a
planned landscape. This leads down towards the edge of a field boundary and does
not continue beyond Hailey Hill Ditch.
From Alswick Hall, the town of Buntingford can be seen to the west along with Layston
Parish Church located to northwest on a prominent ridge.
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5.0

The Manors of Alswick, Corney Bury and Beauchamps and the settlements of
Layston and Buntingford
Alswick Hall is located within the medieval parish of Layston and is part of a medieval
landscape that comprised three large manors (Alswick, Corney Bury and Beauchamps)
and two nucleated settlements (Layston and Buntingford) (Fig. 3).

Figure 3. Map showing Layston parish and the principal manorial sites
(Fulvey and Hindle, 2003)

Alswick
The former Manor of Alswick is referred to in the 1086 Domesday survey conducted by
William the Conquerer following his invasion of 1066. The survey recorded 22
households in 1086, and it was held by Ralph Bangiard.
‘Ralph Bangiard holds Alsiewiche, and William of him. It answered for six
hides. There is land to seven ploughs. There are two in the demesne, and a
third may be made. Four villanes have there three ploughs, and a fourth may
be made. There are eleven cottagers and seven bondmen. Meadow for one
plough. Pasture for the cattle of the village. Pannage for ten hogs. Its whole
value is seven pounds; when received one hundred shillings; in King
Edward’s time eight pounds. Almar, a vassal of Earl Guert’s, held this manor,
and might sell it.’
(Clutterbuck 1827, p.430)
*For a glossary of medieval terms see Appendix 6.
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Seventeenth century records refer to a further manor, the Manor of Downhall in
Layston. In 1605 John Crouch (the owner of the manor of Corney Bury) is listed as
holding Downhall with the manor of Alswick. It seems likely that Downhall lands were
merged with the Manor of Alswick soon after, as it is not mentioned in later documents
(a fuller history of Alswick is provided in Chapter 6).
Owles Farm, which lies to the south of Alswick Hall, would appear to be a phonetic
rendering of the first syllable of Alswick. Owles was not a separate manor although it is
likely that these two sites were once connected, perhaps from the Saxon period. In the
1696 deeds for Alswick, Owles is mentioned as being owned by the Crouch family of
Alswick Hall indicating that Owles was once part of the Manor of Alswick.
A manor called Stonebury can also be seen (Fig.3); it is situated just outside the
boundary of Layston parish, although some of its lands were situated within the parish.
Little is known about this manor but a Stonebury Farm still exists at or near this site.

Corney Bury
The Manor of Corney Bury was situated approximately one mile to the north of
Buntingford; the Domesday survey records it as being held by Earl Eustace. In the
twelfth century the manor and its land came into the possession of Hugh Triket who
granted it to the Church of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London. After the dissolution of
the monasteries Henry VIII granted the manor to Sir Thomas Audley. In the late
sixteenth century Corney Bury was bought by John Crouch ‘citizen and clothworker of
London’, whose family came to own Alswick Hall. The current house at Corney Bury
dates to the seventeenth century.

Beauchamps
This manor, located about 1 mile to the north of Alswick Hall, was, according to Salmon
writing in 1728, a part of the hamlet of Alswick. However, it was given to Earl Eustace
of Corney Bury after the Norman conquest. The Manor of Beauchamps was originally
known as Affledawiche, but when the Beauchamps family came into possession of the
manor they changed its name. In the sixteenth century it was sold to Edward Baesh,
whose family built the current house in the mid seventeenth century.

The settlement of Layston
The name Layston is derived from the word Leofstanechurche, ie Leofstan’s church. It
is often identified with Icheton, the lost Domesday manor which was in the area north
east of present day Buntingford. According to a number of antiquarians a settlement
lay near the Church of St Bartholomew, what is now referred to as a Deserted
Medieval Village (DMV). Clutterbuck refers to the discovery of foundations of houses
in the fields in the nineteenth century. There are certainly a number of ancient tracks
that converge upon this area and earthworks to the south of the church relate to
Layston vicarage.
The Church of St Bartholomew was the parish church for Layston, parts of which date
to the early thirteenth century. It was granted to the Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate,
London, in the thirteenth century by Hugh Triket, along with the Manor of Corney Bury.
Members of the Crouch family are buried in St Bartholomew’s Church and on the south
wall of the chancel there is a fine monument to Johannis Crowch de Corneybury, dated
1605.
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The church gradually fell out of use as the local population moved to the market town
of Buntingford, which led to the construction of St Peter’s Church in the centre of the
town. Layston Church was still used in the summer for services until the late
nineteenth century. Since then the church has been sealed and left deserted with only
a partial roof.

The settlement of Buntingford
Buntingford was first recorded as a small settlement in a survey of lands owned by the
Knights Templar in 1185. However, its importance grew, mainly due to its good
location; it is situated where both Ermine Street (a major roman road) and the road
from Baldock to Great Hormead cross the River Rib.
Buntingford also developed at the intersection of five medieval parishes – Wyddial,
Layston, Alswick, Throcking and Aspenden. In 1360 Edward III granted a market
charter to Buntingford, which further encouraged its growth.
It is thought that there had been an earlier church in Buntingford, but no evidence of
this remains as the Church of St Peter is reported to have been built on top of its
foundations. St Peter’s was built between 1614 and 1621. Its construction was
organised by Alexander Strange, the vicar of Layston ‘out of the voluntary contribution
of the inhabitants, because Layston church stood alone in the fields.’
The reasons for Layston being superseded by Buntingford are twofold. The local
population would have moved the half mile down the hill to Buntingford as the market
town grew, and consequently the settlement in Layston would have been gradually
deserted. Also the journey from Buntingford to the parish church of St Bartholomew
necessitated crossing the River Rib which was often impassable due to flooding. The
Church of St Peter in the centre of Buntingford would therefore have been far more
convenient.
However, Buntingford’s initial growth then slowed due to the declining use of Ermine
Street, as the Great North Road (approximately 10 miles to the west) became the main
route to and from London in the eighteenth century.

BEAMS Ltd is the trading company of the Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust. Reg No.2792915 The Castle, Hertford, Herts SG14 1HR
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6.0

Alswick Hall

6.1

The History of Alswick Hall

Roman and Saxon
There is no hard evidence for a pre-Saxon nucleated settlement at Alswick, however
two Roman coins and a sherd of Roman pottery have been found in the area close to
Alswick. It is likely that there was Roman activity within the landscape, especially due
to the close proximity to Ermine Street (one of the main roman roads). Layston parish
church is also reputed to contain some Roman brick or tile within its walls further
indicating some Roman activity in the local area such as farmsteads.
The origin of the name Alswick is thought to be Saxon – the word wic / wick is known to
mean farm / dairy farm in the Saxon language. It is thought that the farm may have
belonged to a Saxon lady called Aelfsige or Alfleda hence Alswick. A place named
Alsieswiche is referred to as a manor (of Alswick) in the Domesday survey, which
records 22 households including ‘…four villanes .. eleven cottagers and seven
bondmen….’ in 1086 (a full record was given in Chapter 5).
This evidence has previously been used to claim that Alswick should be recorded a
deserted medieval village (DMV). However there is no archaeological evidence to
support the existence of a nucleated settlement at Alswick, it is more likely that there
had been a small dispersed settlement within the title lands of the manor. Equally
there is no current evidence to suggest that there was an actual ‘manor house’ at
Alswick, but it is likely that there was a small property either on or close to the current
site.
1066 – 15th Century
Between the twelfth and early fourteenth century the spelling of Alswick was recorded
differently; Alswike, (1162 -70), Alsewic (1220), Alsewyk (1248) and Alswyk (1303). By
1307 there were thirteen tax payers listed in Alswick indicating that it was still a minor
settlement probably of a similar size to that listed in 1086 (‘…four villanes …and seven
bondmen…’) with a number of small scattered farms. Buntingford however had been
granted its market charter in 1360 which ensured its growth while Layston, once a
small nucleated settlement, began to decline in size over the next 200 years.
16th – 17th Century
During the sixteenth and seventeenth century the spelling of Alswick became Arsick
(1566), Alswick (1610) and Arlswick (1652). The Crouch family of Corney Bury bought
the Manor of Alswick in the late sixteenth century. It is possible that they built part of
the seventeenth century house currently located on the site, perhaps re-building a new
manor house as any older and smaller building that may have existed and was not
suitable for their needs. The Crouch family were residents at Alswick Hall until about
1713 when Pike Crouch sold Alswick to Jacob Houblon, whose family held the Manor
of Alswick into the twentieth century.
By 1524 the Manor of Alswick is listed as having thirty-six taxpayers, although many of
these may have lived at Owles Farm or perhaps in Buntingford itself. The town of
Buntingford was prospering and by the early seventeenth century the village at Layston
was mostly deserted. The 1610 John Speed map still shows the settlements at
Alswick, Layston and Owley (Owles) but it also shows the town of Buntingford with a
cluster of buildings, signifying its growing importance (Fig. 4).
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Figure 4. Extract from the John Speed map of 1610

Figure 5. Alswick in the mid eighteenth century (Dury and Andrews 1766)

The first clear cartographic evidence for a settlement at Alswick is shown on an
eighteenth century map produced by Dury and Andrews (Fig. 5). Hare Street Road
and the lane running south towards Owles are clearly visible, as are the settlements at
Alswick and Owles. Alswick is shown with two buildings to the north of a large U-plan
house which is encircled by a ‘structure’ with an entry at the north end of the west
boundary. This ‘structure’ is shown as a clear demarcation and could have been built in
brick, stone or timber. The main house appears to comprise three wings; an L shaped
structure (north and west wings), and a smaller wing attached to the south east corner.
To the north of the house are a set of outbuildings – probably the two large timber
barns currently associated with the hall. The map clearly shows the topography of the
landscape including delineated planned field systems surrounding Alswick that appear
BEAMS Ltd is the trading company of the Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust. Reg No.2792915 The Castle, Hertford, Herts SG14 1HR
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to be farmed land. Alswickhall Wood, currently situated to the east of Alswick Hall, is
thought to be an ancient woodland. However, although it does not appear on either the
seventeenth or eighteenth century maps, the Crouch family deeds dating to 1696 make
reference to this wood:
‘…parcell of wood ground commonly called or know by the name of
Alswick Wood containing by estimation ten acres and a half….’
(HALS H657, Crouch family Deeds, 1696)
19th Century
By 1822 the Bryant map shows the same road layout as shown in 1766 (Fig. 6).
Alswick is now named ‘Alswick Hall’ comprising the main residence with a single wing,
a U shaped group of farm buildings to the north, and a new third building to the south
west of the house. Alswickhall Wood is clearly visible to the east and, for the first time,
a tree-lined avenue to the west of the house and ponds to the north of the farm
buildings are also shown.

Figure 6. Alswick in the early 19th century (Bryant 1822)

The tree lined avenue found to the west of Alswick Hall runs from the road towards
Buntingford, suddenly stopping at the edge of a field boundary, and probably dates to
the late 18th century. It would appear that this ‘avenue’ was planted as a vista to be
viewed from the west front of the main house, as part of the landscape which sloped
down to the River Rib. There is no evidence to suggest that it functioned as a road or
track and the land could have been used for pleasure pursuits. Vistas of this type were
popular in landscape design during the eighteenth century and were mainly only
obtainable by wealthy landowners. The large ponds to the north of the farm buildings
are shown for the first time on the Bryant map. As already discussed large ponds of
this type are considered Medieval in date and could be used for pleasure, or to supply
fish for the household table, or for watering animals such as horses. Although ponds
are associated with medieval manorial estates, those at Alswick Hall are not mapped
clearly until the mid nineteenth century and therefore it is difficult to be certain of their
date (Fig. 8).
In 1841 Alswick Hall is presented for the first time as a water colour painting by Samuel
Buckler, a well known artist who travelled the County sketching important buildings and
BEAMS Ltd is the trading company of the Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust. Reg No.2792915 The Castle, Hertford, Herts SG14 1HR
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views (Fig. 7). The painting shows the plastered west front of the house with a
Georgian doorcase and sash windows, set within an attractive wooded setting. It also
details a wall to the front of the house, probably of brick and render, which may have
been the boundary structure shown on the eighteenth century map (Fig. 5).

Figure 7. Alswick Hall in 1841, by Buckler (Fulvey and Hindle, 2003)

A year later, the Tithe Map provides a full description of the site including the house,
farm buildings, ponds, woods, fields and roads (Fig. 8). The house is shaded in red; it
consists of a main west facing front range with extensions to the south east corner.
Alswick is referred to in the Tithe Award as Alswick Farm; the owner was John Archer
Houblon and the occupier James Merchant. In the 1841 census James Merchant is
referred to as the Head of the household, by 1851 the census records James Merchant
as being ‘…the farmer of 280 acres employing 13 labourers…’. John Archer Houblon
retained occupancy of Alswick Hall (Alswickhall) Wood.
The Tithe Award gives many of the field names for those situated around the main
farm. Interestingly ‘Downhall Field’ and ‘Downhall Spring’ are mentioned, presumably
relating to the manor of Downhall that became part of the manor of Alswick in the
seventeenth century. The area directly around the house itself is called Alswick Hall
Homestall (Fig. 8). The large field to the south of Alswick is called Stones Croft. A
croft is an enclosed area of land, usually small and arable with a dwelling thereon,
perhaps this ‘croft’ belonged to a Mr Stone in medieval times and the name has not
changed since that time. To the north of Stones Croft are 232 and 232a, ‘Church Yard
Close’; plot 232a is listed as in the ownership of the Reverend William Young, Vicar of
Layston, who rented it to John Archer Houblon.
Several large ponds are shown to the north of Alswick Hall and a couple of smaller
ponds to the south. The 1842 Tithe map shows the extent of the ponds to the north of
the hall more clearly than those on the map of 1822 (Figs. 6 & 8). It shows that there
were a series of small ponds and one large pond next to the track, indicating that
perhaps the smaller ponds were man-made features. The individual ponds located
around the house are isolated and do not form a continuous moat.
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Plot 233:
Alswick Hall Homestall

Plot 230: Stones Croft (arable)

Plots 232 & 232a: part of Church Yard
Close (grass)

Plot 237: Arbour
Close (grass)

Figure 8. 1842 Tithe Map showing ‘Alswick Hall Homestall’ and surrounding fields

Plot 229: Paylico (arable)

Plot 227: The Lawn (grass)

Plot 234: Spring adjoining Lawn
(wood)

Plot 235: arable lawn or
ley ground (arable)

Plot 236: cow pasture (grass)

Plot 238: part of
Wood Field (arable)

The 1877 Ordnance Survey map shows Alswick Hall as being similar in appearance
and plan to that shown on the 1841 Tithe Map (Figs. 8 & 9). The house takes the
same form and the four small structures (outbuildings) to the north and west remain.
The main farm buildings are shown in red and black, again in a U-plan, but a new
building is shown along the north range next to the aisled timber barn. The large
ponds to the north of the farm buildings are still in evidence and there are smaller
ponds to the north, east and south west of the house.

Figure 9. Alswick Hall in 1877 (Ordnance Survey map)

The site of the former chapel at Alswick is indicated on the 1877 map in the field
directly below the house close to the lane leading to Owles (Fig. 9). Its inclusion on the
map may have been due to the growing interest at this time by antiquarians in the
history of old sites, buildings and landscapes, such as Clutterbuck and Cussans. A
large number of medieval documents were being discovered and researched, often for
the first time. Being conveniently positioned close or beside the lane would enable the
chapel to be reached by the owners of Alswick as well as residents within the manorial
lands. Its exact position however is illusive as there is no recorded archaeological
evidence of its foundations.

Figure 10. Alswick Hall in 1897 (Ordnance Survey map)
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The Manor of Alswick has been described as a moated site. Part of a moat or ditch is
first indicated, but not named, on the Ordnance Survey map of 1877 by two parallel
dotted lines to the east of the house and rear gardens (Fig. 9). However it is first
named as a ‘moat’ on the 1897 Ordnance Survey map (Fig. 10). Moats are commonly
associated with manorial buildings and when at the beginning of the twentieth century
the Royal Commission of Historic Monuments of England (RCHME) conducted a
survey of the site, they stated that a fragment of a moat remained. A full water filled
moat encircling the house is unlikely at Alswick Hall due to the slope of the land. It is
likely that if the site had been moated it may have only been partial. When the house
was restored in the 1950s the ‘moat’ to the front of the house was turned into a sunken
garden and the gardens were heavily landscaped. By 1877 the ditch or moat to the
rear of the house is shown as being surrounded by heavily wooded land, which may
have resulted from the creation of a new (and less medieval) landscape during the
eighteenth century. Such alterations to the topography have made it difficult to see the
line of the moat and as such it is difficult to be certain as to the extent of a medieval
moat at Alswick Hall.
The house and farm buildings have maintained the same size and shape into the late
nineteenth century, and the ‘avenue’ of trees and the field boundaries also remain the
same (Fig. 10). Originally built as one house, at some point in the mid to late
nineteenth century Alswick Hall was divided into two tenements (two sets of couples
are first recorded as living at Alswick Hall in 1871). A full record of known owners and
occupiers is provided in Appendix 1 with Census data from the nineteenth century
provided in Appendix 2.
20th Century
By the start of the twentieth century Alswick Hall was in a run down state and the
building described as being in tenements. In 1909 the Royal Commission on Historical
Monuments (RCHM) visited Alswick as part of a national survey of important historic
buildings (Figs. 11 & 12). The condition of Alswick Hall was described thus:
‘Somewhat dilapidated. The building has been and is suffering from the
poor class of its occupiers. Roofs fair. Settlements have occurred.
Water in cellars.’
(Extract from the original RCHM Investigator’s survey notes, 1909)

Figure 11. Alswick Hall west front (NMR Building File BF079402)
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Figure 12. Alswick Hall rear elevation (NMR Building File BF079402)

A full listing description has already been given for Alswick Hall in Chapter 2; however
the timber framed house had altered very little between seventeenth and early
twentieth century (Figs. 13 & 14). It had been redecorated at the end of the
seventeenth century and corridors were arranged on the first floor. In 1909 many of
the rooms retained their seventeenth century oak panelling, and the Royal Commission
survey described fixed oil paintings over the fireplaces (further notes from this survey
are given in Appendix 3).

Figure 13. Plan of Alswick Hall in 1909 (Page 1971, p. 81)
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Figure 14. Alswick Hall in 1911, showing the stair tower at the south east corner
(NMR Building File BF079402)

The 1910 Inland Revenue map confirms that there had been little change in the plan
and layout of the buildings at Alswick Hall (Fig. 11). However it is the colour treatment
of the land on the map which is most interesting.

Figure 15. Alswick Hall in 1910 (HALS IR1/98)

Plot 538 includes Alswick Hall, the surrounding fields, wood and farm buildings, which
were still in the ownership of Colonel Archer Houblon but now occupied by Mr J R
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Russell. Plot 537, ‘Church Field’, is coloured in red signifying a different ownership to
that of Alswick Hall and was formerly recorded as ‘Church Yard Close’ on the 1842
Tithe Map and award. It is thought that Alswick chapel once stood on this plot to the
south of the house. The Inland Revenue award shows that Church Field was owned
by the executors for the Reverend H Butt. So it would appear that the Vicarage of
Layston retained this piece of land, even though the chapel had long since been
demolished (discussed in Chapter 6.2).
In 1944 Alswick Hall was put up for sale on behalf of Mrs Russell (presumably the
widow of the owner, Mr JR Russell) by the auctioneers and valuers J Sworder and
Sons. The map accompanying the sale catalogue does not show any alterations to the
farm complex as a whole, and the house and buildings appear to retain their earlier
plan and form (Fig. 16).

Figure 16. The Alswick Hall estate sale map, 1944 (HALS D/ERy B301)
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The estate comprised the main house, the farm buildings, two further properties (The
Bungalow and Old Cottage), and 332 acres of arable, pasture and woodland (Appendix
5). There were three plots of land in the sale; the main plot (Plot 1 shaded blue)
included the house and a large area of surrounding land, some of it to the north of the
Hare Street Road (Fig. 15). Plot 2 (shaded pink) was below Owles Farm and Plot 3
(shaded green) was to the south west of Alswick Hall, near Buntingford. The sale
catalogue refers to a parcel of land to the south of the house named ‘Church Yard
Close’ (listed as ‘Church Field’ in the 1910 Inland Revenue Award). It was being let by
the Vicar of Layston to Mrs Russell at a rent of £2.10s.0d per annum and is not shaded
blue on the estate map as part of the land owned by Plot 1.
The estate was bought by Mr J Clifford Smith of Westmill Bury and later sold to Mr and
Mrs Fry who had fled from Germany in the 1930s (a full record of known owners and
occupiers is provided in Appendix 1). Work on the much-needed restoration of Alswick
Hall by the Frys started in c. 1945. This involved removal of the external plaster to
expose the timber frame of the house and give it the ‘black and white treatment’ of dark
painted timber and white painted plaster. This was a very popular way of restoring
timber framed buildings at the time; it was believed that the houses were being
returned to their original ‘Tudor’ state. In fact, the timber was probably originally meant
to be entirely covered with lime plaster or a lime wash as protection and not be
exposed, as shown in the Buckler sketch (Fig. 7). In addition, construction of new
foundation walls and the replacement of some of the original timber framing was also
necessary as part of the restoration. However the basic structure of the house was not
altered and the only addition was a small porch facing the garden (Fig. 16). The
architects used by the Frys for the restoration work were G. W Dixon of Sedgewick;
Weal & Beck, Chartered Surveyors and Architects; and the contractors were M and F.
O Foster & Co. Ltd. of Hitchin.

Figure 17. Alswick Hall after restoration (HALS D/EGm 129)

Figure 18. Alswick Hall and its gardens (HALS D/EGm 129)
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An article from Country life magazine about Alswick Hall and its new landscaped
gardens also gives details about the 1945 restoration by the Frys. The gardens were
carefully planned and the terraces with shallow sets of steps leading down to the lily
pond made use of the lands natural slope (Fig. 17). Much of the land surrounding
Alswick Hall was re-landscaped, so evidence of the moat and any other earlier
earthworks would have been lost. The garden was designed by Christopher Smithbells
of Aldenham and the contractors were Simmonds Nurseries of Chipperfield.
In 1965 there was a large fire at Alswick Hall which destroyed much of the house. The
angle between the two wings at the rear of the house was particularly badly damaged
and much of the fine seventeenth century panelling was lost. The first floor and roof at
the front of the house were almost completely gutted. A Spanish couple, Mr and Mrs
Lopez, who were presumably the Fry’s housekeeper and gardener at Alswick Hall,
managed to escape the fire by jumping from a first floor window. The house was
restored by the Frys after the fire.

Figure 19. Alswick Hall after the fire, and Mr and Mrs Lopez who escaped the fire
(HALS D/Z 96/2/28 – 29)

Aerial photographs dating from 1948, 1952, 1961, 1971 and 1973 have been examined
to establish more recent developments at Alswick (Figs. 19 - 23). The basic layout of
Alswick has altered little although the addition of newer farm buildings can be seen.
The garden layout in 1940s and later remodelling in the 1950s can also be identified.
The 1948 aerial photograph shows a new large storage building above Alswickhall
Wood, two cottages to the west of the track leading from Hare Street down to Alswick
Hall Farm, and a tennis court near the track to the south west of Alswick Hall (Fig. 20).
This tennis court is thought to have been constructed over the site of the former chapel
at Alswick. It also suggests that perhaps ‘Church Field’ had been purchased by the
Frys from the church to enable them to build on this land. The photograph also shows
some unusual features in the field to the south east of Alswick Hall. There are seven
regularly spaced circular patches in the field, with a small square structure in the centre
of each. It is not possible to identify what these features are. However due to the date
of the photograph and the topography of the land, they may have been some kind of
telecommunications towers that were used during the war. It is probable that any
rubble and building material found in this field comes from these features, which are
not seen on any of the later aerial photographs.
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Figure 20. Aerial photograph July 1948 (NMR RAF/58/72)

In the aerial photograph from 1952 works are being conducted in the area directly
below Alswickhall Wood. This appears to include construction of a central trackway
with a series of structures equally spaced either side of the track. Once again it is not
possible to tell what this was for and nothing can be seen in later photographs.

Figure 21. Aerial photograph May 1952 (NMR OS/52R27)

In 1961 a clearing in Alswickhall Wood is seen (Fig. 21). Trees have now been planted
and are growing around the edge of the square boundary to the south of Alswick Hall.
The ponds to the north of the farm buildings appear to have been filled in.
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Figure 22. Aerial photograph March 1961 (NMR MAL/61464)

By 1971 there are three cottages along the track towards Hare Street and buildings
have been cleared within the field to the south east of the house (Fig. 22). Within the
previous 10 years the field outside the immediate rear garden area had also been
planted. Two years later in 1973 little has changed although a path running through
Alswickhall Wood can be seen and the clearing in the wood remains (Fig. 23).

Figure 23. Aerial photograph July 1971 (NMR DS/71333)
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Figure 24. Aerial photograph April 1973 (NMR OS/73103)

BEAMS Ltd is the trading company of the Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust. Reg No.2792915 The Castle, Hertford, Herts SG14 1HR

26

6.2

The Chapel at Alswick
While there is no evidence on the ground for the existence of a chapel within the Manor
of Alswick, there are a number of documentary references. It is thought that a chapel
was in existence at Alswick by 1086 and is commonly referred to as a chapel to the
mother Church of St Bartholomew, the parish church of Layston.
In the mid twelfth century the chapel at Alswick (along with the title of the manor) was
given to the Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London. Church records contain a
reference to Robert, listed as a celebrant at Alswick, who paid 7s 10d poll tax in 1381,
however a will dating to 1500 reveals that the chapel did not have the right of burial;
this must have rested with Layston parish church. Documentation relating to the early
chapel at Alswick did not provide a name until 1520, when it was listed as the Chapel
of St. Mary Magdalene in a will; Mr John Donne left 12 d. to the altar of Our Lady of
Alswick. (John Donne was buried at Layston Church, but his local significance is
unknown).
In the survey conducted by Henry VIII upon the dissolution of the Monasteries in
c1534, the ‘Chapel of Alswyk’ is referred to as being ‘decayed’ so it would appear that
the chapel was in a poor state of repair. Presumably the inhabitants at Alswick were
travelling the mile to the Church of St Bartholomew, Layston for worship and possibly
had been doing so for some time. Perhaps the demise of the chapel may have been
caused by it not having any burial rights.
In the mid 16th century there is a reference to the dilapidated chapel at Alswick which
was bought by Sir Henry Parker who
‘…sold the bells and all the timber, lead and stone of the chapel to
William Hammond and Henry Grave of Buntingford….’

While the Victoria County History suggests that the chapel was built in timber in 1086,
the sale of building materials to Parker would suggest that the chapel was a substantial
structure, not just of timber construction. Prior to the building of Church of St
Bartholomew in stone, perhaps at some point in the eleventh to twelfth century, the
chapel at Alswick may have even been rebuilt. However there are no records to
support this theory. The building materials taken upon the demolition of the chapel
would have been re-used, perhaps locally, and the lead melted down. Unfortunately
there are no records of this and no evidence to suggest where, and how, these
materials were used.
According to a number of eighteenth and nineteenth century sources the site of the
chapel can be traced to the south of Alswick Hall, just to the east of the track running
down to Owles. Interestingly, the chapel site at Alswick is not given on any map until
the Ordnance Survey map of 1877. It is likely that antiquarian interest in the site meant
that the chapel was ‘put on the map’ but whether the ‘site of chapel’ on the maps is
entirely correct is debateable. However it is likely that the chapel would have been
close to the track and near the main residence at Alswick to enable it to be used by
local residents in the Saxon and early medieval period.
The 1842 Tithe Award refers to the field below the house as Church Yard Close. This
same field is referred to in the 1910 Inland Revenue tithe award as Church Field. In
1944 the field was owned by the Vicar of Layston and rented to Mrs Russell. It is likely
that ownership by the church of the land would have gone back to when the chapel at
Alswick was still standing and acted as a chapel to the mother church at Layston.
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The only assessment of the chapel site dates to 1909 and was undertaken by the
Royal Commission (RCHME) who wrote,

‘The site of chapel seems to be purely traditional. At this point is a short
length of flint rubble walling too thin to have served any constructional
purpose and too far from the house to have ever had any connection with
it. It is probably a field wall.’
From the evidence collected, it is likely that a tennis court constructed between 1944
and 1948 stands upon the site of the chapel (Church Field / Church Yard Close). If any
evidence remains and has not already been destroyed, it could possibly be under this
court.

The Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London
Although the chapel was given to the Priory of Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London in the mid
twelfth century there is no evidence for any type of religious settlement at Alswick. The
Priory would have rented out the land to tenant farmers and made a good income in
that way.
Some mention should be made of the Priory of Holy Trinity as it owned a great deal of
land in London, Hertfordshire and Essex. The Priory was founded in 1108 by Matilda,
Queen Consort of Henry I. It was the first religious house to be established inside the
walls of London after the Norman Conquest and one of the earliest Augustinian houses
to be established in England.
The Priory of Holy Trinity rapidly became one of the wealthiest landowners in
Hertfordshire, it was granted lands in Throcking, Westmill, Wyddial and the Manors of
Alswick and Corney Bury and also the churches at Braughing and Layston. In 1428
the Priory is recorded as holding one Knights fee in Alswick.
Despite its apparent wealth the Priory of Holy Trinity faced frequent financial difficulties
and was in a run down state by the early sixteenth century. It became one of the first
monasteries to be dissolved in 1532.
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6.3

Recorded owners and residents of Alswick Hall
The table in Appendix 1 lists both the owners and occupiers of Alswick Hall in more
detail; however a brief history of ownership is given here.
The first record of the manor of Alswick is found in the Domesday Book dating to
1086AD (the Domesday extract has been given in Chapter 5). Alswick was held by
Almar of Earl Guert’s (brother of Harold) during the reign of Edward the Confessor
(early 11th century). After the Norman Conquest the manor was given to Ralph
Bangiard; it then passed into the hands of the Fitz Walter family who held rights over
Alswick until 1328. In the mid twelfth century tenancy was held by Richard Fitz William
who granted the chapel and manor to the Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London.
Alswick was held by the cannons until the dissolution of the Monasteries in 1531.
While held by the Priory there were tenant farmers at Alswick, including Geoffrey
Cornhill and John Oliver.
After the dissolution of the monasteries the manor of Alswick was seized by Henry VIII
from the Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London, who granted it to Sir Thomas
Audley. It was briefly owned by Sir Henry Parker, William Hammond, and then the
Ayloffe family.
The Crouch family owned Alswick Hall from the time of Elizabeth I in the late sixteenth
century. They were a wealthy local family and John Crouch, the first owner of Alswick
Hall, also held the Manor of Corney Bury. When John Crouch of Corney Bury died in
1605, he bequeathed the Manor of Alswick to his son John and the manor of Corney
Bury to his son Thomas. Alswick Hall continued to pass down through several
generations of the Crouch family. In September 1631 John Crouch set up a charitable
donation in a deed, this was a payment of £5 per annum for bread for the poor of the
parish. This payment continued being made by subsequent owners of Alswick Hall as
it was referred to in the 1944 estate sale catalogue as one of the outgoing expenses for
Alswick Farm.
In 1720 Pike Crouch sold the Manor of Alswick to Jacob Houblon, it then stayed in the
Archer Houblon family until the early twentieth century. There were a number of
families acting as tenant farmers at Alswick from the early to mid nineteenth century
onwards. The Merchant family were resident from before 1841 to after 1861 according
to the census data. In the 1851 census James Merchant (tenant) is recorded as being
‘the farmer of 280 acres employing 13 labourers.’ The Parker family, with their six
children were residents in the latter half of the nineteenth century.
Joseph R Russell Esquire of Westmill came to occupy Alswick Hall Farm in c. 1900 but
Colonel Archer Houblon was still the owner, he lived in a cottage at Owles Hill. It
seems likely that Mr Russell purchased Alswick Hall at some point as Mrs E G Russell
(presumably Joseph’s widow) sold the farm in 1944 to Mr J Clifford Smith of Westmill
Bury Farm, and at this time two other plots of land were sold off separately.
The Fry family came to Alswick in the 1930s, perhaps renting the house at first from Mr
Clifford Smith, then later buying it. Although Alswick Hall was not always their main
residence; they used it as a countryside retreat at weekends and during the hunting
season, they restored the house and landscaped the gardens. Mr Fry was Chairman
of Elliotts, the toolmakers, and was also Chair of several other companies.
The Fry family sold Alswick in the 1970s to Mr Johnson and the estate is now in the
ownership of his son, Michael Johnson.

BEAMS Ltd is the trading company of the Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust. Reg No.2792915 The Castle, Hertford, Herts SG14 1HR

29

7.0

Conclusion
Alswick Hall is situated in a private location on the hillside overlooking fields towards
Buntingford in the former parish of Layston. It comprises a number of historic buildings
dating to the late sixteenth and seventeenth century, as well as some modern farm
buildings as part of the Alswick Hall Estate Ltd.
Alswick is first recorded at the time of the Domesday survey as one of three local
‘manors’. It was held by Almar under the rule of Earl Guert, presumably a local Saxon
Lord of the area in the early eleventh century, before being given to Ralph Bangiard by
the new Norman King, William I in the late eleventh century. Although twenty-two
households were recorded in 1086, little is know about the early history of Alswick.
However it is thought that the land probably comprised a scattered settlement and at
least one farm. This farm is thought to have belonged to a Saxon lady called Aelfsige
or Alfleda, which gave the place its name, ‘Alsieswiche’ or Alswick.
Alswick is often referred to as a medieval moated site with later map evidence showing
the location of a former ditch to the rear of the house, along with a series of ponds to
the north west, south west and east. No records of such a fortified house have been
found and it is unlikely that the house was completely encircled by a water-filled moat
during the medieval period due to the topography of the land. However, as the
landscape around the house has been altered over time some kind of broken ditch
filled by water draining from the surrounding land at Alswick is possible.
According to records a small Saxon / early medieval chapel stood within the Manor of
Alswick and was commonly referred to as a chapel to the mother Church of St
Bartholomew, the parish church of Layston. In the mid twelfth century it was given to
the Priory of the Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London along with the title of the manor by its
owners the Fitz William family. Named the Chapel of St. Mary Magdalene with its own
celebrant in the fourteenth century, it did not have the right of burial; this must have
rested with the Church of St Bartholomew. By the mid sixteenth century the ‘Chapel of
Alswyk’ is referred to as being in a poor state of repair and soon after the dissolution of
the monasteries it was demolished and the building materials sold. It is thought that
the chapel was located on land to the south west of the main house, next to an old lane
leading to Owles, possibly underneath a tennis court that was constructed in the late
1940s.
After the dissolution of the monasteries, the Manor of Alswick was held by John
Crouch, also the Lord of the Manor of Corney Bury located north of the nearby town of
Buntingford. The Crouch family may have been responsible for the construction of the
early parts of the seventeenth century house and farm buildings that survive today at
Alswick Hall. In 1720 the Crouch family sold Alswick to Jacob Houblon who may have
given the house and grounds the appearance of a Georgian gentleman’s residence
with an attached farm. The Houblon family were probably responsible for the early
landscaping at Alswick in the eighteenth century, including planting of the ‘vista’, or
avenue of trees, in the fields to the west of the house and may have also in-filled the
ditch or moat at the rear of the property. By the early nineteenth century the Houblon
family had left Alswick Hall becoming absentee landlords and a series of tenant
farmers followed.
At the turn of the twentieth century this had led the house to be recorded as in a poor
state of repair. Although some work may have been undertaken on the house in the
early twentieth century, it was not until the 1940s when its new owners, Mr and Mrs
Fry, restored the building to its current ‘Tudor’ style by exposing timber frame.
Following a fire in 1965 which almost gutted part of the house, the Frys set about
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rebuilding Alswick Hall keeping the ‘Tudor’ appearance which they had achieved in the
1940s.
Throughout its history Alswick Hall has been sold, given, taken or hand down through
wealthy landed families, a religious order, the Crown and a series of tenant farmers.
Despite its turbulent history, the historic seventeenth century house and its associated
farm buildings remain standing within the open landscape in which it was originally
constructed.
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Appendix 1
Ownership and Occupants of Alswick Hall
Date
1005 – 1066
1086

Ownership of Alswick Hall

Tenant / occupant of Alswick Hall

Manor held by Almar of Earl Guert’s
Ralph Bangiard

William

Fitz Walter family
Mid C12
1397

Richard Fitz William Granted Alswick to
Priory of the Holy Trinity, London
Geoffrey Cornhill of Springfield

1432

John Oliver and Ida his wife

1532
1532
1532
c. 1535
1546
?
Late C16

Priory of the Holy Trinity dissolved
Alswick passes to king Henry VIII
Land passes to Sir Thomas Audley
Sir Henry Parker
William Hammond
Ayloffe family

1605

John Crouch of Corney Bury purchases
manor, hands down to son
Son John Crouch inherits

1615

Son John Crouch inherits
Son John Crouch inherits
Son Pike Crouch inherits

c.1713

Manor sold to Jacob Houblon

1731

Son Jacob Houblon inherits

1770

Son Jacob Houblon inherits

George Merchant senior

1831

John Archer Houblon inherits

James Merchant (1841 census)

1851

G B Archer Houblon

James Merchant

1861
1871

James Merchant
Colonel Archer Houblon

William Osborne

1881

Thomas Parker

1891

Thomas Parker

1902

J R Russell Esq

1933

Mrs Russell

1937
1944
1940s

Thomas Spencer (farm bailiff) 1910 - 30
James Bowie, farmer

Sold to Mr J Clifford Smith of Westmill
Bury
Fry family

c. 1965

Fry family

Mr and Mrs Lopez

1970s

Mr Johnson

2006

Currently in the ownership of his son, Mr Michael Johnson
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Appendix 2
Census data for Alswick Hall, from 1841 to 1901
Date

Occupiers

1841

James Merchant
John Merchant
Ann Rowley
Ann Chapple
William (Klem?)
Benjamin Godfrey
Isaac Totts

1851

Relation to head of family

Age

Profession / employment

55
35
30
30
25
15
15

Head

Agricultural Labourer
Agricultural Labourer

James Merchant

Head

?

John Merchant
Ann Rowley
Elizabeth Aldridge
James Merchant
John (Daiver?)
George King

Nephew
Niece
Servant
Servant
Servant
Servant

30
43
21
26
18
16

1861

Henry Burgess
James Merchant
Elizabeth Merchant

Head
Head
Wife

30
26
31

Farm bailiff
Agricultural labourer

1871

George Whiles
Susan Whiles
William Osborne
Ann Osborne

Head
Wife
Head
Wife

69
68
68
70

Shepherd

Thomas Parker
Lucy Parker
Lucy Parker
Alice Parker
Thomas Parker
James Parker
John Parker
Jane Parker
Hezekiah

Head
Wife
Daughter
Daughter
Son
Son
Son
Daughter
Father (widower)

43
41
12
10
8
6
3
9 mth
68

Agricultural labourer

Thomas Parker
Lucy Parker
Alice Parker
Thomas Parker
James Parker
John Parker
Samuel Parker
Frederick Parker
Mary Ann Camms

Head
Wife
Daughter
Son
Son
Son
Son
Son
Lodger (widow)

53
52
20
18
16
13
10
8
32

Farm bailiff

Samuel Groom
Emma Groom
George Beckford
Emma Beckford
Samuel Cousins

Head
Wife
Head
Wife
Boarder

1881

1891

1901

Farmer of 280 acres employing
13 labourers
Assistant
Housekeeper
House servant
Agricultural labourer
Agricultural labourer
Agricultural labourer

Farm bailiff

Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar

General labourer

Dress maker
Agricultural labourer
Agricultural labourer
Agricultural labourer
Scholar
Scholar
Laundress

Game keeper
Worker
Store keeper on farm
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Appendix 3

Alswick Hall.
An extract from the 1909 survey by the
Royal Commission on Historical Monuments
(before later alterations and the fire)

‘Built of brick and plastered timber. Main or long wing containing principal
rooms faces east and west. Short wing (south wing) runs east from it and
contains kitchen. Old kitchen fireplace remains with wide three centred arch.
Some structural alterations were made in the latter half of the 17th century and
at the end of the same century considerable decorations were carried out.
Window frames all wood with plain iron casements. Some old window furniture
remains but of the simplest kind ….
There are some pieces of fair early 17th century panelling and one room of later
17th century work of good quality. On the first floor is also a suite of rooms
completely panelled at the end of the 17th century with large bolection moulded
panels, simple fireplace mouldings etc and still retaining the fixed oil paintings
in the panels over the fireplaces. Two original fire places also remain on the
first floor with four centred moulded arches of plastered brick.’
(Original RCHME Investigators notes supplied by the NMR)
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Appendix 4
HER data for Alswick Hall
There are five records for Alswick Hall given in the table below.

SMR Reference Number

Description

1346 – MHT1346

Roman pottery sherd, presumably from burials,
and also two coins; one very small illegible coin
and one of Constantine (Roman 50 AD to 410
AD)

2752 – MHT2752

Site of the chapel of St Mary Magdalene

2754 – MHT2754

Alswick Hall manorial site

995 – MHT995

Supposed deserted settlement of Alswick

12715 – MHT12715

Alswick Hall Farm buildings

NMR Reference Number

Description

NMR RAF/58/72 (2966)

Aerial photograph July 1948

NMR OS/52R27 (11003)

Aerial photograph May 1952

NMR MAL/61464 (2204)

Aerial photograph March 1961

NMR DS/71333 (9083)

Aerial photograph July 1971

NMR OS/73103 (9143)

Aerial photograph April 1973

Listed Building Search

Listed building descriptions for the Hall, barns
and stable
Original RCHM Investigators notes and a photo
taken in 1909 of the west front and remains of
brick front wall (No. 77, AL1826/61/2)
Published version of notes as they appear in the
RCHM Inventory for Hertfordshire
2 measured drawings (BB61/246 & MD76/665)
‘Lesser Secular Monument’ notes & photos
(HB914, BB/61/352, Hallyar A & B, Buckler
sketch)

NMR Building file BF079402

Photographs and notes
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Appendix 5
1944 Sale Catalogue
(HALS D/Z96/2/4)
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Appendix 6

Glossary of Medieval Terms

Bondman
A serf or villein (villane)
Celebrant
An ordained minister who celebrates the Eucharist in Christian worship
Chapel of Ease
A subsidiary chapel of a mother church founded to ease the difficulties of parishioners in
worshipping, especially where the parish was very large
Cottager
A peasant of poor class with a cottage but little or no land
Demesne
Manor held by the King at the time of the Domesday survey, whose tenants were privileged and
could not be treated as villeins
Hide
A unit of measurement of land for the assessment of tax, reckoned at 120 acres. The land
needed to sustain a peasant household. By custom the land that can be cultivated by one eight
ox plow in a year.
Knight’s Fee
This was the amount of money and / or military service a vassal was required to pay to support
one knight. A knight was expected to be self sufficient from these proceeds to support his family,
arm himself, stable a war horse, pay his own taxes and duties, and keep up appearances as a
member of the noble (fighting) class. The typical knight’s fee was around £20 per year circa
1200.
Manor
Estate held by a lord and farmed by tenants who owed him rents and services, not necessarily a
whole village, nor even having a manor house. A manor could vary greatly in size.
Pannage
The fee to allow pigs to feed in forests
Plough
Usually assessed as eight oxen per team
Vassal
A freeman who holds land (fief) from a lord to whom he pays homage, fealty and military service
Villein (villane)
The wealthiest class of dependent peasant; often holding between 30 and 100 acres. Bound to
their lord or estate and regarded as unfree.
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